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The first of what may be a wave of development south of Lower Bricktown is set to start later this year with renovations of a multistory,

century-old building attached to a former grain elevator that is home to a rock-climbing gym.

Mark Ruffin, who bought the building and grain elevator at 200 SE 4 in 2003, estimates the structure has been empty for decades,

possibly since the 1960s. Two-thirds of the building is two stories high, another section is three stories high, and a portion of the building

is four stories high.

“It's going to be a cool project,” Ruffin said. “We're looking at about 10,000 square feet of office and commercial space. I do have an office

tenant ready to take about half of that.”

Details of the property by designer Robert Newman with 3 Level Design indicate the four-story, south section was originally a grain silo

that started on the second floor and rose to 65 feet to a machine room. It is in that area, Ruffin said, that a presentation room may be built

out. Newman's report concludes the remainder of the two-story building was likely used as a warehouse.

The building's windows were broken out long ago and several openings were filled with bricks.

Improvements, set to start this fall, will include parking, landscaping, and creation of a rooftop deck for a restaurant or bar. Windows and

doors will be reopened. Entrances will be created on the building's north and south facades with the overall facade designed to reflect the

area's industrial past.

Plans also call for space available on the first floor for a restaurant.

The grain elevator improvements are starting as work is nearing an end on the east section of a new downtown boulevard along the old

alignment of Interstate 40. That boulevard will include an intersection where Oklahoma Avenue currently dead-ends, providing improved

access to the area south of Lower Bricktown that historically was home to a cluster of cotton and grain operations.

Developer Fred Mazaheri and hotelier Champ Patel bought the former Mid-States Wholesale Lumber at 101 SE 4 for $8 million last

September with long-terms plans for hotels on the property.

The largest property in the area, the Producers Coop, is set to be sold soon to an undisclosed buyer. The cotton oil operation shut down

last year and the 37-acre site is seen as a prime opportunity for mixed-use development between the Oklahoma River, the Bricktown

Canal, the boulevard and Lower Bricktown.

Such development, however, was no sure thing when Ruffin bought the grain elevator for $258,000 in 2003, just four years after the

opening of the canal and before any major development took place on what is now the RiverSport park and boathouse district.

“It's just a very interesting piece of property in the middle of no man's land, and now that area is getting pretty interesting,” Ruffin said.

“It's something I've been thinking about doing for a long time. The timing was right with the tenant I've been working on. It's not cheap to

do. It will be a good use, a good reuse of that building.”
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